Abstract: Steel ropes are complex flexible structures used in many technical applications, such as elevators, cable cars, and funicular cabs. Due to the specific design and critical safety requirements, diagnostics of ropes remains an important issue. Broken wire number in the steel ropes is limited by safety standards when they are used in the human lifting and carrying installations. There are some practical issues on loose wires-firstly, it shows end of lifetime of the entire rope, independently of wear, lubrication or wrong winding on the drums or through pulleys; and, secondly, it can stick in the tight pulley-support gaps and cause deterioration of rope structure up to birdcage formations. Normal rope operation should not generate broken wires, so increasing of their number shows a need for rope installation maintenance. This paper presents a methodology of steel rope diagnostics and the results of analysis using multi-criteria analysis methods. The experimental part of the research was performed using an original test bench to detect broken wires on the rope surface by its vibrations. Diagnostics was performed in the range of frequencies from 60 to 560 Hz with a pitch of 50 Hz. The obtained amplitudes of the broken rope wire vibrations, different from the entire rope surface vibration parameters, was the significant outcome. Later analysis of the obtained experimental results revealed the most significant values of the diagnostic parameters. The evaluation of the power of the diagnostics was implemented by using multi-criteria decision-making (MCDM) methods. Various decision-making methods are necessary due to unknown efficiencies with respect to the physical phenomena of the evaluated processes. The significance of the methods was evaluated using objective methods from the structure of the presented data. Some of these methods were proposed by authors of this paper. Implementation of MCDM in diagnostic data analysis and definition of the diagnostic parameters significance offers meaningful results.
Introduction
Steel ropes consisting of wound strands of wires have a long history of implementation in technical installations. Steel ropes are widely used starting from static support of buildings and bridges to moving force transmission in elevators and cable cars. Due to their thin structure and the fact that With data obtained from sensors after signal processing, there are rare cases when the signal offers a clear case of damage. The definition of damage with high possibility is given by the multi-criteria decision-making (MCDM) methods, which takes into account the general dataset from the hardware and derives a solution after objective data analysis. In MCDM methods, definition of criteria weights is an important stage. In the practical implementation of MCDM methods, criteria weights are defined be experts. In our case, subjective evaluation of the criteria weights is not applicable, because experts have difficulty in defining criteria weights. Therefore, it is possible to define criteria weights using objective criteria weight definition methods. These weights are used in the MCDM methods to define the best alternative or aligning alternatives according to importance. In technical diagnostics, the implementation of decision-making procedures has a great potential.
In many real cases, there exists a need to evaluate a situation described by more than one criteria, therefore MCDM methods are used. These methods become especially useful for research of sustainability and reliability, when few criteria of efficiency are evaluated at the same time.
Implementation of MCDM methods in the field of engineering can be illustrated by comprehensive research of steel structures, steel bridges (method of Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP)) [26] , and cold-formed Hun-walled steel structures [27] . Extensive implementation of The Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to Ideal Solution (TOPSIS) methods in steel buildings [28] gained success and was extended to wider technological area. Welding processes are evaluated using MCDM with fuzzy logic [29] , while laser cutting technological parameters are defined using AHP-TOPSIS [30] . There are many methods for thin-walled structure evaluation using Complex Proportional Assessment (COPRAS) [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] , which confirms the implementation of these methods in the field of engineering.
The modified method of AHP-COPRAS-G was successfully used for cold-formed steel structure design [38] , where the strict physical conditions of material creates high nonlinearities of the mathematical formulation. Non-uniform task for cutting tool material selection [39] and structural materials selection [40] [41] [42] [43] also finely fit into the area of MCDM. Proper selection of machine tools for changing production flow has been performed using fuzzy AHP and COPRAS methods [44] .
The aim of this paper is to perform diagnostics of wire rope by finding broken wires using dynamic methods and process the obtained results with multi-criteria analysis. Analysis of the broken wire amplitude from its length and applied vibration frequency remains an important issue. Data, obtained from extensive diagnostics process, require special processing, which will reveal the true defect with a possibly high chance. The evaluation of results will be processed using multi-criteria decision-making methods (MCDM): Evaluation based on Distance from Average Solution (EDAS) [45] , Simple Additive Weighting (SAW) [46] , TOPSIS [46] , and COPRAS [47] . Here, the criteria weight is defined by objective methods, which evaluate the structure of the analyzed data. The widely-used method of entropy [48] , which provides criteria value diversification, is not sensitive in the main tasks of diagnostics. New methods (Criterion Impact Loss (CILOS)) [49, 50] and Integrated Determination of Objective Criteria Weights (IDOCRIW) [50] , proposed by the authors, compensate the deficiencies of the entropy method.
Object of Research and the Test Rig
Experimental research was performed on various diameters (3.92, 3.96 and 4.0 mm) and lengths (1350, 1450 and 1550 mm) of 6 × 19 IWRC steel rope, as shown in Figure 1 . The specimens were prepared so that various lengths of loose wires were sticking from the surface. During the experimental research, the broken wires should be detected by a vibration sensor and the vibration of wire should differ from the vibration of the rope surface.
The first result of this experimental research was the excitation of a broken wire by exciting the whole rope in cross-section, significantly remote from the broken wire. Excitement of the wire was observed in frequency ranges lower than the calculated ones with the oscillations having significant amplitude, noticed even by eye. Vibration displacements of the rope surface and tip of broken wire were measured with reliable Hottiger inductive contactless sensors, represented in Figure 2 as positions Appl. Sci. 2018, 8, 260 4 of 22 9 (rope surface) and 11 (wire tip), correspondingly. Acquired sensor data are processed by original amplifier, presented on digital monitor, and transmitted via serial cable to computer COM port. Data from COM port via apps are delivered to Origin spreadsheet for further processing. The methodology of this experimental research was described in [5] , and the method has been successfully patented. from COM port via apps are delivered to Origin spreadsheet for further processing. The methodology of this experimental research was described in [5] , and the method has been successfully patented. For research of the rope and broken wire dynamic behavior, a special test rig was designed and produced, as presented in Figure 2 [1, 5] . Test rig vibration measuring diagram: 1, frame; 2, rope support; 3, rope support; 4, test rope; 5, holder of transducer Tr4; 6, linear transducer "Hottiger Tr102"; 7, linear transducer "Hottiger Tr4"; 8, power amplifier 2706; 9, amplifier "Hottiger KWS 503 D"; 10, signal generator 1027; 11, electrodynamic mini vibrator 4810; 12, holder of transducer Tr102; and 13, broken wire.
Methodology of Wire Rope Research
The possibility to find a broken wire is based on the difference of natural frequencies between the rope and its broken wire. Due to wearing of the rope, its diameter can decrease about 5%, but a single wire takes less than 1% of the actual cross-section. Influence of single broken wire to overall stiffness of entire rope is insignificant, therefore analysis of longitudinal and rotational rope stiffness brings poor results [6] . It is possible to find the presence and position of such defect increases in the case of vibration of free end of wire with different parameters as vibrations of entire rope surface [1] . For research of the rope and broken wire dynamic behavior, a special test rig was designed and produced, as presented in Figure 2 [1, 5] . from COM port via apps are delivered to Origin spreadsheet for further processing. The methodology of this experimental research was described in [5] , and the method has been successfully patented. For research of the rope and broken wire dynamic behavior, a special test rig was designed and produced, as presented in Figure 2 [1, 5] . Test rig vibration measuring diagram: 1, frame; 2, rope support; 3, rope support; 4, test rope; 5, holder of transducer Tr4; 6, linear transducer "Hottiger Tr102"; 7, linear transducer "Hottiger Tr4"; 8, power amplifier 2706; 9, amplifier "Hottiger KWS 503 D"; 10, signal generator 1027; 11, electrodynamic mini vibrator 4810; 12, holder of transducer Tr102; and 13, broken wire.
The possibility to find a broken wire is based on the difference of natural frequencies between the rope and its broken wire. Due to wearing of the rope, its diameter can decrease about 5%, but a single wire takes less than 1% of the actual cross-section. Influence of single broken wire to overall stiffness of entire rope is insignificant, therefore analysis of longitudinal and rotational rope stiffness brings poor results [6] . It is possible to find the presence and position of such defect increases in the case of vibration of free end of wire with different parameters as vibrations of entire rope surface [1] . Test rig vibration measuring diagram: 1, frame; 2, rope support; 3, rope support; 4, test rope; 5, holder of transducer Tr4; 6, linear transducer "Hottiger Tr102"; 7, linear transducer "Hottiger Tr4"; 8, power amplifier 2706; 9, amplifier "Hottiger KWS 503 D"; 10, signal generator 1027; 11, electrodynamic mini vibrator 4810; 12, holder of transducer Tr102; and 13, broken wire.
The possibility to find a broken wire is based on the difference of natural frequencies between the rope and its broken wire. Due to wearing of the rope, its diameter can decrease about 5%, but a single wire takes less than 1% of the actual cross-section. Influence of single broken wire to overall stiffness of entire rope is insignificant, therefore analysis of longitudinal and rotational rope stiffness brings poor results [6] . It is possible to find the presence and position of such defect increases in the case of vibration of free end of wire with different parameters as vibrations of entire rope surface [1] .
The length of broken wire varies in the range from one winding of a strand to one-half of a winding. In addition, it is necessary to note that broken wires will float to the external rope surface due to bending and tension forces. The main parts of industrial ropes are single-wound or cross-wound; cross-linked types are not used in the mentioned technical installations.
To define defect on the rope surface using dynamic method, there is a need to create a model of such broken wire, considering the connection between rope and wire body. Successful implementation of theoretical model of Timoshenko beam for such structures brings prospective to use such model in the presented case [51, 52] . Nevertheless, the boundary conditions in such model, as shown in Figure 3 , are obtained from experimental results [5] . The length of broken wire varies in the range from one winding of a strand to one-half of a winding. In addition, it is necessary to note that broken wires will float to the external rope surface due to bending and tension forces. The main parts of industrial ropes are single-wound or crosswound; cross-linked types are not used in the mentioned technical installations.
To define defect on the rope surface using dynamic method, there is a need to create a model of such broken wire, considering the connection between rope and wire body. Successful implementation of theoretical model of Timoshenko beam for such structures brings prospective to use such model in the presented case [51, 52] . Nevertheless, the boundary conditions in such model, as shown in Figure 3 , are obtained from experimental results [5] . Timoshenko beam model can be implemented, when few conditions are respected. First, beam stiffness should conform to the condition in Equation (1) [53] , which defines limits of object dimensions and material properties for the beam:
where L is the length of the beam, A is the cross-section area of the beam, E is the elastic modulus of material, G is the shear modulus, I is the second moment of area, and κ is called the Timoshenko shear coefficient, which depends on the geometry. Normally, κ = 9/10 for a circular section. In the case of broken wire, this condition is obviously respected. If the condition is violated and beam is too long, elasticity of material cannot withstand its own gravitational force. An important second condition defines frequency limit, as stated in Equation (2) [54] . In our case, critical frequency is far beyond the limit, especially when diagnostic method is focused in first natural frequency modes.
Such approximation of broken wire has critical angular frequency ωc and is given as:
where ρ is density of the material of the beam. Implementation of Timoshenko beam model lets us define ranges of testing frequencies for the broken wire, where vibration amplitudes of the rope surface and broken wire are significantly different.
It is important to note that the entire rope body is treated as tensed wire with special properties [15] , the behavior of which is different from Timoshenko beam, where shear properties of the rope remain unclear. Experimental research have proven the initial assumptions on frequency range; damping in this case plays little role.
Further obtained results of broken wire natural frequencies, as presented in the Table 1 , fix the conditions to Case (a), as presented in Figure 3 .
For the first set of ropes, the actual broken wire diameter is d = 0.26 mm = 0.26×10 −3 m. The actual length of the broken wire is l = 17.0 mm = 17.0·10 −3 m. The amplitudes of the vibrations as a dynamic response to the forced excitations depend on damping and, in this case, we leave it open, because our diagnostic method is based on the differences between the amplitudes of the rope and the loose wire. Timoshenko beam model can be implemented, when few conditions are respected. First, beam stiffness should conform to the condition in Equation (1) [53] , which defines limits of object dimensions and material properties for the beam:
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Such approximation of broken wire has critical angular frequency ω c and is given as:
It is important to note that the entire rope body is treated as tensed wire with special properties [15] , the behavior of which is different from Timoshenko beam, where shear properties of the rope remain unclear. Experimental research have proven the initial assumptions on frequency range; damping in this case plays little role. Further obtained results of broken wire natural frequencies, as presented in the Table 1 , fix the conditions to Case (a), as presented in Figure 3 .
For the first set of ropes, the actual broken wire diameter is d = 0.26 mm = 0.26×10 −3 m. The actual length of the broken wire is l = 17.0 mm = 17.0·10 −3 m. The amplitudes of the vibrations as a dynamic response to the forced excitations depend on damping and, in this case, we leave it open, because our diagnostic method is based on the differences between the amplitudes of the rope and the loose wire. In advance, it is known [3, 6] that the damping ratio in the rope may highly exceed the damping values on broken wires.
Experimental research was performed on well-tensed steel rope with broken wires of various lengths. All tests were performed in two stages:
Initially, the amplitudes of different lengths of broken wires on the rope surface were measured with harmonic excitation applied; the frequency range of the vibrations were from 60 Hz to 560 Hz. 2.
Vibration amplitudes of the rope surface and broken wires were measured synchronously with the excitation of the rope at various frequencies.
Such a technique allows finding the sensitive frequency response areas, where wires vibrate with greater amplitude than the entire rope, which means significantly fewer experiments. Testing in a higher frequency range requires greater energy for exciting the rope and greater losses in friction between strands and wires.
The Steel Wire Rope Diagnostic Research Results
Experimental tests were performed after applying tension to the rope, corresponding to 90% of static nominal load. Vibration was applied from an electrodynamic mini-vibrator in the transverse direction to the rope axis. The exciting vibration amplitude is adjusted so that, during the shift of frequency, it remains permanent. Measurement of the vibration amplitudes of the rope and broken wires was taken simultaneously when the rope was excited on remote places from contactless sensors.
Rope diameters for the experimental research were taken from industrial needs: 3.92, 3.96 and 4.0 mm diameter ropes are widely used in elevators due to the small diameter and small bending radius. Small differences of broken wire vibrating amplitudes bring advantages for the method; diagnosed ropes of close diameter use the same settings. Diameters of the ropes outside diameter range should be set for different diagnostic frequencies.
Tension of the entire rope fragment will alter the natural frequency of the rope itself; the natural frequency changes of broken wires can be neglected. Broken wires are not influenced by tension, as they have free ends. Damping effects in the rope are very large, therefore, decaying of the rope vibrations are significant, but this does not affect the essence of the diagnostic method.
The implemented method measures only the relative vibration of a broken wire with respect to the surface of the rope. Here, it is important to obtain the relative vibrations; otherwise, only rope surface vibrations will be measured.
The obtained graphs of results for the 1350 mm rope are presented in Figure 4 . Practical implementation of this method is in the tension station of the elevator between two pulleys. Extra fixture for the rope is placed there and the test is performed as on a test rig. After the test, the next part of rope is tested, previously sliding to next fragment between the pulleys. Test in the field conditions: wire fragment rate is 1300 mm (for practical range of the overall tensed rope frequency when rope is from 3.8 to 6 mm); 1500 mm when length is from 6 to 12 mm. The minimal radius tested was limited by practical dimensions used in elevator, typically 4-6 mm.
From experimental results, it is evident that the broken wires are successfully excited, therefore, their amplitudes are significantly higher than the rope surface. Using various diameters and lengths of rope, in the range of frequencies from 115 Hz to 182 Hz, diagnostic features became efficient. Graphically efficient areas of vibration diagnostics are presented in Figure 4 . Of course, various lengths of broken wires have different natural frequencies, but they are in a technically convenient frequency range. Wires with 8-10 mm lengths have maximum amplitudes that occur at a frequency of 160 Hz. In the case the exciting frequency equals 160 Hz and the rope length and diameter are 1350 mm and 3.92 mm, respectively, a 10 mm broken wire generates an amplitude of 11.6 mm. All the data correspond to the case when broken wires have higher amplitude and there is a possibility to detect the existence of such a wire.
The obtained graphs of results for the 1350 mm rope are presented in Figure 4 . The experimental data presented in Table 1 show a sample of the overall data. All experimental data can be found in Appendix A (Table A1) . The experimental test proved the frequencies over 258 Hz had caused amplitudes of broken wire vibrations equal to the entire rope vibration amplitudes. Therefore, there is no need to continue raising the frequency for ropes of the tested diameter.
The most promising is the frequency range between 115 Hz and 182 Hz; as the variable dynamic response amplitude of the rope, the broken wires are sensitive to this frequency range.
Implemented MCDM Methods
The purpose of MCDM methods is to define which of compared alternatives (cases) A 1 , A 2 , ... , A n is the best, or the order of alternatives in respect to importance of purpose. Evaluation process is characterized by criteria (indicators and factors) R 1 , R 2 , ..., R m . The MCDM methods are based on the decision matrix R = r ij statistical data of criteria, values of technological parameters or expert evaluations, and vector of criteria importance (weights) Ω = (ω j ), where I = 1, 2, ..., n; j = 1, 2, ..., m; m is number of criteria; and n is number of evaluated alternatives.
The main idea of MDCM methods is joining of evaluation criteria values and their weights to single evaluation characteristics-i.e., criteria of the method. MCDM methods implement the maximized (beneficial) criterion, in the case where maximum value of criteria corresponds the best one (profit, for example), and the minimized one, when the best value of criteria is minimal (expenses, for example).
Recently, many MCDM methods are available [55] . Every method has its own logics, advantages and deficiencies. This paper presents research that implemented the main ideas of MCDM methods. Obtained experimental results were analyzed using several MCDM methods: EDAS (Evaluation Based on Distance from Average Solution) [45] , SAW (Simple Additive Weighting) [46] , TOPSIS (The Technique for Order of Preference by Similarity to Ideal Solution) [46, 47, 56] and COPRAS (Complex Proportional Assessment) [47, 57] . SAW combines the criteria values and weights to obtain a single point of reference for evaluation, i.e., the method's criterion. Nevertheless, SAW requires rearranging indicators from minimization to maximization values. COPRAS compensates this deficiency and separately evaluates influence of maximized and minimized indicators. TOPSIS defines alternatives by the distances between the best and worst values of indicators. EDAS evaluates distance of each alternative from the cases built using criteria mean values.
Weight of criteria were obtained using methods of entropy [48] , criteria loss CILOS (Criterion Impact LOS) [49, 50] and generalized IDOCRIW [50] (Integrated Determination of Objective Criteria Weights). These methods have been used to solve mechanic [58] , environmental [59] , and civil engineering [60, 61] problems.
EDAS Method
The EDAS (Evaluation Based on Distance from Average Solution) [45, [59] [60] [61] method is similar to the TOPSIS method. In the TOPSIS method, the desirable alternative has a lower distance from the ideal solution and a higher distance from the nadir solution. In the EDAS method, the best alternative is related to the distance from the average solution [45] . In this method, we have two measures dealing with the desirability of the alternatives. The first measure is the positive distance from the average (PD), and the second is the negative distance from the average (ND). The evaluation of the alternatives is made according to higher values of PD and lower values of ND. The steps for using the EDAS method are presented as follows:
Step 1: Construct the decisions matrix (R):
Create the criterion statistics (experimental criterion values) and criteria weights vector [46] :
where i = 1, 2, ..., n; j = 1, 2, ..., m; m is the number of criteria; and n is the number of compared options [20] .
Step 2: Calculate the average of all criteria:
Step 3: Calculate the positive distance from the average (PD) and the negative distance from the average (ND):
where the j-th criterion is maximized (beneficial), and:
where the j-th criterion is minimized (non-beneficial), and PD ij and ND ij denote the positive and negative distance of the i-th alternative from the average solution in terms of j-th criterion, respectively.
Step 4: Determine the weighted sum of PD and ND for all alternatives:
where ω j is the weight of j-th criterion.
Step 5: Normalize the values of SP and SN for all alternatives:
Step 6: Calculate the appraisal score (AS) for all alternatives:
where 0 ≤ AS i ≤ 1.
SAW Method
The basic idea behind MCDM methods is to combine the criteria values and weights to obtain a single point of reference for evaluation, i.e., the method's criterion. A common example is SAW [46] , where the evaluation criterion of the method S i is calculated the following (15):
where w j is the weight of the j-th criterion and r ij is the normalized (dimensionless) value of the j-th criterion for the i-th alternative:
TOPSIS Method
The method TOPSIS [46, 56] is based on vector normalization:
where r ij is the normalized value of j-th criterion for i-th alternative. The best alternative V* and the worst alternative V − are calculated by:
where J 1 is a set of indices of the maximized criteria, and J 2 is a set of indices of the minimized criteria. The distance D i * of every considered alternative to the ideal (best) solutions and its distance D i − to the worst solutions are calculated:
The criterion C i * of the method TOPSIS is calculated by:
The largest value of the criterion C i * corresponds to the best alternative.
COPRAS Method
The criterion of the method COPRAS [47, 57] , Z i , is calculated:
where
ω j r +ij is the sum of the weighted values of the maximized criteria r +ij , and
ω j r -ij is the same for the minimized criteria.
To calculate the values of the criterion Z i , a method for the normalization of the initial data based on Equation (16) is applied.
Methods of Criteria Weight Definition
Recently, in practice subjective criteria weights are used, provided by experts. In this particular case, experts cannot evaluate influence of applied factors to the results of research. During moment of evaluation, it is impossible to consider the structure of the data and define real degree of criteria domination, i.e., their objective weights. In recent practice, objective methods are rare in comparison to subjective ones. Therefore, there are such methods as entropy, the Criterion Impact Loss (CILOS) and the Integrated Determination of Objective Criteria Weights (IDOCRIW).
The widely used method of entropy evaluates dependency of criteria weights from their dominating degree, i.e., the extent of data diversification is considered. Proposed by the authors, CILOS defines relative loss of criteria in the case when other criteria are assumed to be optimal. In this case, small criteria loss is assigned a great weight, and vice versa-big loss of criteria causes insignificant weight. Proposed by the authors of this paper, IDOCRIW joins weights of both methods to common weights of objective structure array. In this way, deficiencies of one method are compensated by the advantages of other methods.
Entropy Method
The entropy method [62] was offered by Claude E. Shannon [48] . Entropy weights (in normalized form) are defined as follows [46, 50] :
The values of criteria are normalized using Equation (24):
2.
The entropy level of each criterion is calculated as follows:
3.
The variation level of each criterion is calculated:
4. Entropy weights are calculated using normalized values d j :
Entropy weights reflect the structure of the data, the degree of its non-homogeneity. The weight of homogeneous data (when the values of the criteria do not differ considerably) obtained by the entropy method [50] is about zero and does not have a strong influence on evaluation. The largest weight of the criterion obtained by using the entropy method corresponds to the criterion with the highest weight ratio.
Method of Criterion Impact Loss (CILOS)
This is another promising method of criteria impact loss and determination of objective weights [49] . The method evaluates the loss of each criterion, until one of the remaining criteria acquires the optimum-the maximum or the minimum value. The algorithm of the method, formalization, description, and application have been presented [50] . The logic of the method of criteria significance loss, the basic ideas, stages and the calculation algorithm are given below.
The minimized criteria have been transformed to maximizing according to the following equation:
The new matrix is denoted as X = x ij . The maximum values of each column, i.e., every criterion, are calculated: x j = max i x ij = x kjj, where k jj is the number of the row of jth column, and the largest value is attained.
A square matrix A = a ij is formed from k j -th rows values of matrix X: x k i j correspond to the j-maximum criterion: a jj = x j (i, j = 1, 2, ..., m; m is the number of criteria), that is the maximum values of all the criteria will appear in the main diagonal of the matrix.
The matrix P = p ij of the relative losses is made:
Elements p ij of matrix P show how the alternative relatively of the j-th criterion is lost if the i-th criteria is selected as the best one.
Weights q = (q 1 , q 2 , . . . q m ) can be found from the system:
Here, matrix F is as follows:
The method based on the criterion significance loss offsets the drawback of the entropy method. Thus, when the values of a criterion do not considerably differ, the elements p ij of the matrix P of relative loss of criterion impact (Equation (30)) approach zero, while the respective criterion weight increases and has a strong impact on the evaluation. In the case of homogeneity, when the values of one of the criteria are the same in all alternatives, all relative losses of the criterion, as well as its total loss, are equal to zero. Therefore, the linear system of Equation (30) makes no sense because one column of elements in matrix P is equal to zero.
Aggregate Objective Weights-IDOCRIW Method
Using the idea of different significance weights to connect a single overall weight [46, 50, 63, 64] , it is possible to connect the entropy weights W j and weights q j of the criteria impact loss methods, connecting them to the common objective criteria for the assessment of the structure of the array weights ω j :
These weights will emphasize the separation of the particular values of the criteria (entropy characteristic), but the impact of these criteria is decreased due the higher loss in other criteria.
The calculated weights of the entropy and criteria loss of impact are combined into aggregated weights and then are used in multi-criteria assessment, for ranking of options, and for the selection of the best alternative.
Multi-Criteria Analysis of Steel Rope Diagnostics Results
Results of experimental research have a different level of significance. Multi-criteria analysis, in this case, is a tool for optimal solution acceptance in diagnostics. The performed processing of experimental data reveals the power of the applied criteria weight and brings efficiency to the diagnostic procedure. Data for multi-criteria analysis are shown in Table 1 .
Evaluation and comparison were performed in the groups of frequencies: f = 60, 110, 160, 210, 260, 310, 360, 410, 460, 510, and 560-in total 11 groups. Each group contains nine alternative cases to be compared. Each case has a different rope length and diameter. For comparison, we use four parameters: vibration amplitudes of the rope surface, and three different lengths of the wire, as presented in Table 1 . The criteria weight here is defined using three methods: entropy, CILOS, vand IDOCRIW. The obtained criteria weights were compared by applying four MCDM methods: TOPSIS, COPRAS, EDAS and SAW.
The values of criteria weights are presented in Table A2 Figures 5 and 6 present comparisons of results that are obtained using two methods: entropy and CILOS. Weights of criteria and their difference range using IDOCRIW. Such procedure occurs to broaden the distribution of results obtained from entropy and CILOS, as shown in Figure 6 for the case of vibration frequency 110 Hz. In this case, generalized weights of IDOCRIW compensate deficiencies of both methods and closer represent structure of the analyzed data. In the case presented in Figure 6 , using entropy, Criterion 4 influences evaluation 25 times more than Criterion 1. Implementation of IDOCRIW decreases this difference to 4.6 times. In the practice presented in Figure  5 , criteria weight values differ insignificantly. Even in this case, weights obtained using IDOCRIW Figures 5 and 6 present comparisons of results that are obtained using two methods: entropy and CILOS. Weights of criteria and their difference range using IDOCRIW. Such procedure occurs to broaden the distribution of results obtained from entropy and CILOS, as shown in Figure 6 for the case of vibration frequency 110 Hz. In this case, generalized weights of IDOCRIW compensate deficiencies of both methods and closer represent structure of the analyzed data. In the case presented in Figure 6 , using entropy, Criterion 4 influences evaluation 25 times more than Criterion 1. Implementation of IDOCRIW decreases this difference to 4.6 times. In the practice presented in Figure  5 , criteria weight values differ insignificantly. Even in this case, weights obtained using IDOCRIW better represent structure of the data. Figures 5 and 6 present comparisons of results that are obtained using two methods: entropy and CILOS. Weights of criteria and their difference range using IDOCRIW. Such procedure occurs to broaden the distribution of results obtained from entropy and CILOS, as shown in Figure 6 for the case of vibration frequency 110 Hz. In this case, generalized weights of IDOCRIW compensate deficiencies of both methods and closer represent structure of the analyzed data. In the case presented in Figure 6 , using entropy, Criterion 4 influences evaluation 25 times more than Criterion 1. Implementation of IDOCRIW decreases this difference to 4.6 times. In the practice presented in Figure 5 , criteria weight values differ insignificantly. Even in this case, weights obtained using IDOCRIW better represent structure of the data.
A comparison of the efficiency of MCDM is presented in Figures 7 and 8 . Every MCDM method has its own peculiarities, therefore, it is most efficient use the mean of all methods. It must be noted that all methods give unified characteristics for the first and last places (in our case, the third and eighth tests). that all methods give unified characteristics for the first and last places (in our case, the third and eighth tests). Figures 7 and 8 compare cases of using various MCDM methods. Figure 7 (for the case of 60 Hz) shows a particular case when peculiarities of various MCDM methods cause broad distribution of evaluations and the range used the mean of all method results. Figure 8 (for the case of 110 Hz) presents a very special case of MCDM analysis when all proposed methods are equal in criteria weight. This is very rare in practical cases.
All the results of the MCDM method evaluation are presented in Table A3 (Appendix C). that all methods give unified characteristics for the first and last places (in our case, the third and eighth tests). Figure 8 (for the case of 110 Hz) presents a very special case of MCDM analysis when all proposed methods are equal in criteria weight. This is very rare in practical cases.
All the results of the MCDM method evaluation are presented in Table A3 (Appendix C).
After processing of the experimental data, significant improvement in the damage criteria can be added. This will increase the diagnostic accuracy and reduce the requirements for measurement equipment. Multi-criteria analysis revealed important issues. According to the analysis shown in Table A3 , the most successful are Variants 8 and 9. The analysis of the experimental test results requires additional research on the complexity of physical phenomena-based methods. The sensitivity of the applied MCDM methods differs and EDAS seems to be the most sensitive one. The application of multi-criteria analysis in the field of technical diagnostics seems very promising.
Discussion
Human-carrying technical installation with ropes, such as elevators, cable cars, funiculars, and various lifting devices, are widely used nowadays. The increase in the number of these technical installations creates challenges for engineers to create compact, light, and cheap devices, especially in old buildings. Due to the pressure on dimensions, lifting equipment uses small pulleys, which demand the implementation of thin ropes. Thin ropes are more flexible, but more often require a technical inspection, and they are more sensitive to the amount of broken wires per running meter.
Technical diagnostic methods for broken wire detection is a significant issue today, which requires a great amount of time of specialists, while existing equipment hardly finds them due to practical circumstances. The proposed method for broken wire diagnostics is already patented and technically possible, but the analysis of the measurement results requires mathematical procedure for big data processing from extensive diagnostic measurement.
From the data obtained from sensors after signal processing, there are rare cases when the signal reveals a clear case of damage. The detection of damage with high possibility is given by the MCDM methods, which takes into account the general dataset from hardware and derives a solution after an objective data analysis. Subjective evaluation of the criteria weights brings poor results: experts have difficulty in defining the criteria weights. The proposed MCDM analyzes the general dataset and evaluates the structure of the data. Therefore, in technical diagnostics, the implementation of decision-making procedures has great potential.
The widely used method of entropy, which provides criteria value diversification, is not sensitive in the main tasks of diagnostics. Provided by authors, the methods CILOS and generalized criteria weight definition IDOCRIW compensate the short comings of the entropy method.
Conclusions
Implementation of MCDM in technical diagnostics opens the possibility of objective parameters analysis without human interference and creates the possibility of implementation in the Internet of Things.
Every MCDM method has its own peculiarities, therefore, it is most efficient to use the means of all methods. The proposed implementation of multi-criteria analysis in technical diagnostics seems promising, but further implementation requires further development of the method. The results of the performed formal analysis of the diagnostic parameters coincide with the most significant diagnostic result, revealed by the extensive expert analysis provided.
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